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Hello members of Dog Guide Handlers Australia and Welcome to our latest edition of our Newsletter, where we update you on what's been happening with  DGHA.

This email newsletter is our method of keeping members informed of DGHA activities and information, therefore it is important to keep our members database up to date.  Accordingly, if your contact details change, an email message to advise us of the changes would be appreciated. 

President’s Report:

Since our incorporation in January this year, DGHA has experienced vacancies and recent changes in our executive committee.

We are pleased to announce that appointments have now been made for executive committee positions, and we also welcome some new ordinary committee members.  A profile of our committee members appears below, for your interest.

Teleconference Service for DGHA Meetings:

We have experienced ongoing technical difficulties with using the Accessible World online web conferencing service for committee and members meetings.  Therefore, we have now registered for a Teleconference service, which provides DGHA with a reliable way of conducting and recording both committee meetings, and members meetings.

In July, DGHA hosted a special presentation teleconference for members, with DGHA member Penny Stevenson as guest speaker.  Penny shared her personal and professional experiences as a vision impaired dog guide handler, and Orientation & Mobility instructor.

DGHA Membership:

From the original 82 members, DGHA now has a total of 22 financial members, being 18 full members, and 4 associate members.

We encourage DGHA members to Promote DGHA to people  they may know, especially new dog guide handlers. DGHA will only ever be  as effective as the continued support, interest and involvement of its membership.  We encourage members to please consider getting involved in our working groups, to help action our strategic plan, and achieve the objectives of DGHA.

The DGHA committee members have been working towards promoting DGHA on national radio. To date, DGHA has been promoted on Radio 4RPH in Queensland, Vision Australia Radio in South Australia, and on New Horizons, the national Blind Citizens Australia radio program.

Meet the DGHA Committee Members:

Executive Committee Members:

President and Secretary: Rowena Dowling.

I live on Magnetic Island off the coast of north Queensland.  My dog guide is a 10 year old Labrador called “Lincoln.”

As a founding member of DGHA, I am passionate about representing, promoting, enhancing and protecting the interests of dog guide handlers.

I am also a blind Orientation & Mobility Instructor, and my particular interest in DGHA, is to advocate for dog guide schools around Australia to establish effective client advisory committees, to ensure that people who are blind or vision impaired have equal access to client services nationally.

Vice President: Lauren Henley.

I am based in New South Wales. I retired my dog guide Ollie late last year and am currently awaiting a replacement dog. I joined the committee of DGHA due to my interest in advocacy work and my desire to increase the level of access to services and facilities for dog guide handlers across Australia.

Treasurer: Greg Madson.

I live in Perth Western Australia.  My guide dog, Nicholas; is a Labrador, young, sometimes fractious but with plenty of character.

I am on quite a few disability related committees and boards, including the board of the Association for the Blind and Guide Dogs WA.  I nominated for those boards and committees so I could be in a position where I might have a chance of steering  service provision towards better engagement with clients and improve services for dog guide handlers.  I joined DGHA for that grass roots interaction experience, and so I could stay in touch with the issues that dog guide handlers face.

Co-Secretary: Erika Webb.

I live in Perth, Western Australia. I am actively involved with Blindness and Disability issues.  As part of the DGHA Committee, I am working on the online presence of DGHA.  I edit and maintain the DGHA Facebook page and the Twitter page.  I also provide assistance with editing the newsletter.

Ordinary Committee Members:

Judith Killen:

I live in Perth, Western Australia, and am currently working with my fourth guide dog, “Elton”, who is a lovable Labrador.

My motivation for establishing DGHA is to encourage and support others to succeed in their guide dog partnerships so as to know the many benefits and freedom that can be enjoyed by dog guide mobility. 

Gisele Mesnage:

I live in Sydney, NSW, and my guide dog is a black labrador whom I have named D'Artagnan.  I have only had him for a few days as I write this.

I joined DGHA because I believe in advocating for the interest of handlers and also for the informative  discussions the association hosts. One of my pet projects is lobbying for fenced dog exercise areas where handlers can take their hard working dogs out for a free run.

Janet Shaw:

I live in Western Australia. Sabah, my black guide dog, is my second guide dog and I’ve had her for eighteen months. Lucy, my first dog, is happily retired. I wore her out!

I’m involved with DGHA because I value peer support, advocating for the needs of people with dog guides, ensuring quality training standards in guide dog schools, and improving knowledge of guide dog issues through speakers and research papers.

Janet Jay Roe:

I live in the Australian Capital Territory and am a Public Relations Speaker for Guide Dogs NSW/ACT.  My dog, Wally, is a yellow Labrador and his name suits his personality to a tee!

I joined the DGHA committee earlier this year and hope to assist in the development of online resources for handlers, the dissemination of information about the needs and rights of dog guide teams, as well as encourage greater accessibility to material on the subject of dogs, their communication, training and handling.

Phil Menzie:

I live in Hobart Tasmania.  I have a Labrador guide dog  called Leo.  Leo is my 5th dog and I am his 2nd handler.
 
I joined DGHA early this year as I felt that a lot of dog guide handlers feel left out and don’t have support.  Tassie being a small place needs help from other handlers just as much as from the instructors.
Archives: 

We are pleased to announce that we have the DGHA  Archives back online, so members may now access past issues of newsletters, audio recordings of previous members meetings, and official DGHA documents from our website. You can access the Archives from the link on our home page, at; www.dgha.org.au

Member’s Survey:
We are also developing an online survey for members, to  identify issues of importance to DGHA  members. Please watch out for an email message regarding the survey.  We would appreciate all members taking the time to complete this short survey, because your feedback is important to us.

Strategic Plan:

Our current focus is to form working groups to action our strategic plan, and achieve our objectives, such as developing a members survey, and a document and action plan to advocate for council’s to provide fenced off leash exercise areas.

It remains a priority to advocate for dog guide schools to establish effective client advisory committees, however gaining the support of dog guide schools will be a challenging process.

Thank you for your continued interest and support of DGHA.  Your involvement and input is always appreciated.

Regards,

The Executive Committee.

Dog Guide Handlers Australia.

Email: dgha@dgha.org.au 

Website: www.dgha.org.au 

