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Dog Guide Handlers Australia (DGHA) is a national association providing a voice for Australians who are blind or vision impaired and who are dog guide handlers.

DGHA is an independent association of dog guide handlers, and is not affiliated with any dog guide school.

KEY OBJECTIVES

DGHA strives to foster, represent, promote, enhance and protect the interests of Australians who are blind or vision impaired and who are dog guide handlers.

DGHA draws on the experiences and varied knowledge of its members, to provide peer support, advocacy and information to dog guide handlers throughout Australia.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:

It is a pleasure to once again present the DGHA Annual Report.  This report covers the period from 1 July 2012 through to 30 June 2013.

In Memoriam:
It is with sadness that once again we acknowledge the passing of another DGHA member, Janet Shaw, who passed away due to the cancer which took her sight returning after many decades.  Janet was a keen DGHA advocate, volunteering time on the DGHA committee until her illness denied her participation.
DGHA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:
I wish to thank my fellow DGHA committee members;

Greg Madson
President

Phil Menzie

Vice President
Rowena Dowling
Secretary
Erika Webb

Co-Secretary
Nicole Damarra
committee member

Colin Dowling
committee member

Recently Tracey Cross from Western Australia joined the executive committee.  Tracey brings with her vast experience as a handler being on her 3rd dog guide.
These members volunteer their time, meeting regularly, to forward the objectives of the Association.  I sincerely thank them for their assistance and support throughout the year.
DGHA WEBSITE:

www.dgha.org.au
We acknowledge the assistance of a number of people in providing the DGHA website.

Firstly, thank you to DGHA member Dale Reardon, for providing the professional website hosting.

Thanks also to various committee members for maintaining and keeping the website up to date.

The DGHA website has been added to throughout the year and continues to provide comprehensive resources and links to information of interest to dog guide handlers.  The website is always going to be a work in progress, so please contact us if you have suggestions for information that you would like to see included on the website. 
MEMBERSHIP:

As of the writing of this report DGHA had a total of 40 financial members, being 31 full members, and 9 associate members.

Thank you to all those members who are supporting DGHA through their attendance at general meetings, special guest teleconferences and general activity of support of DGHA members and other dog guide handlers.

ADVOCACY:

This year DGHA has written to Guide Dogs Queensland (GDQ), on behalf of our Dog Guide Handler members in Queensland, to query why DGQ is the only Guide Dog agency in Australia not involved in the Merial (Frontline/Heartgard) or Advance partnerships. 
Our Queensland members have expressed concern that as GDQ does not provide heartworm and flea and tick control products to its working dogs; it is leaving handlers in Queensland financially disadvantaged, having to meet these ongoing costs themselves.,  

TOILETING AREAS AT AIRPORTS
DGHA continues to advocate for Australian Airports to provide easily accessible toileting areas for assistance dogs.
We do have an assurance that dog toileting facilities will be included in the planned upgrade of the International terminal at Perth Airport in Western Australia.

FENCED DOG RUN AREAS:  

Several DGHA members are involved in grass route advocacy with their local councils to provide fenced areas to allow dog owners to run their dogs in a safe environment.
GUEST SPEAKERS:
Since the last report DGHA has hosted another set of informative guest speaker sessions. We heard from Daniel Kish giving us an insight to his echo location techniques.  We also had great presentations from Brooke Marsh, an animal Physiotherapist, and Dr Donna Bennett, a veterinarian who spoke about dog Physiotherapy and general health hints.
The audio recordings of these special presentations are available for download from the archives section of the website.

SOCIAL MEDIA:
DGHA Co-Secretary, Erika Webb, has been managing our social media presence throughout the year and has done a great job of getting dog guide information out into this space.

As of 30 June 2013 the DGHA social media activity has been as follows:

· We have had multiple posts go out on Facebook.

· We have 41 Facebook members.

· We follow via Twitter 123 people and groups. 
· We have 56 Twitter Followers.

· We have tweeted 139 times. 
Follow us on Twitter:  @DGHAustralia

Follow us on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/groups/DogGuideHandlersAustralia/
UPCOMING EVENT:
Currently the DGHA management committee is researching and looking to organise a National DGHA forum to be held in September/October in 2014.  As we are a national organisation with members across Australia, it is not an easy task to find a venue that is affordable for all members.  We are looking into funding opportunities that will assist members to be able to attend the forum.  
Updates on how plans are progressing will be forwarded as we gather further information.
TREASURER’S REPORT:
DGHA Financial Position up to 30 June 2013
ANZ Account Balance as of 30 June 2012:

$300.38

ANZ Account Incoming since June 30 2012:
Full memberships paid into ANZ account:

$80.00
Associate Memberships paid into ANZ Account:
$10.00
Total Income into ANZ Account:



$90.00
Outgoing from ANZ account since 30 June 2012:

Funds Transfer into PayPal account:


$60.00:

Balance of ANZ Account as of 30 June 2013:

$330.38
DGHA PayPal Account

PayPal Account balance as of 30 June 2012:

$00.00

Incoming into PayPal Account since 30 June 2012:
Full Memberships Paid into PayPal account:

$60.00
Donations Paid into PayPal Account:


$40.00 
Funds Transfer from ANZ into PayPal account:
$60.00:

Total income into PayPal Account:



$160.00
Outgoing from PayPal Account since 30 June 2012

Fees Associated with PayPal fund transfers:

$2.82

Donation World Access for the Blind –Daniel Kish:
$50.00
Total Outgoing PayPal Account from 30 June 2012:
$52.82
PayPal Account Balance as of 30 June 2013:

$107.18
Total balance for Accounts as of 30 June 2013:

ANZ Account:






$330.38

PayPal Account:






$107.18
Total Balances:






$437.56

