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Hello DGHA Members,

Welcome to our inaugural Dog Guide Handlers Australia Newsletter.    We hope to send out an email update on a quarterly basis, or more frequently, as new information becomes available.

This email newsletter is our method of keeping members informed of DGHA business, so it is important to keep our members database up to date.  Accordingly, if your contact details change, an email message to advise us of the changes would be appreciated. 

We are pleased to report that we have had a good response to the information that was sent out last year about the formation of our new group.  We currently have 45 members, representing all states of Australia.  This comprises of 34 full members, and 11 associate members, including two international members from Canada.

We would like to acknowledge the mentorship of Guide Dog Users Canada, in providing information and assistance in establishing DGHA in the early stages.

DGHA has its own home page online, at http://ozdogs.org however we would like to see this web site developed as a resource, to include information of interest to dog guide handlers.  Please email us with any suggestions you may have of what to include on our web site. 

Our vision is “Together we do better.”  The work of DGHA will be directed by its members, who identify issues of importance.   We firmly believe that Australia needs a united voice for people who are blind or vision impaired, to achieve better client service delivery outcomes.   

We aspire to work in cooperation with dog guide schools around Australia, however we acknowledge that this process will be slow to achieve.  Information about DGHA was sent to all dog guide schools, and also other blindness organisations, such as Vision Australia, and Blind Citizens Australia.  We asked for these organisations to distribute the information to blind and vision impaired clients via their newsletters.  We have had a limited response from these organisations.  We appreciate the support and encouragement of Seeing Eye Dogs Australia, and Guide Dog Schools in South Australia.

We have had no response from various other organisations that were contacted, and in two cases, we were declined assistance in sending out DGHA information.  

We therefore request that members get involved in promoting DGHA, and please pass on the attached information to any person who may be interested to join DGHA.

All members have indicated an interest in attending a DGHA forum, however it seemed too ambitious to arrange a conference this year.

Instead, we will arrange a national telephone forum for members in May, this will be a meeting to introduce ourselves, and discuss the way forward for this group. 

You will be notified of the details of this meeting, such as date, time and phone in details, when final arrangements have been made. 

Later in the year, we plan to organise a national discussion forum teleconference for DGHA members.  It is proposed that we will invite a panel of trainers and instructors from various dog guide schools to participate, and present an information session on a topic of interest to members. 

It is also envisaged that we will work towards hosting a face to face forum, or conference every 2 years, rotating venues between capital cities, to give members from all states of Australia the chance to attend and participate.

Introducing our Executive Committee Members

President/Chair/WA Representative: Judith Killen.

Judith is passionate about guide dogs, having trained with her first dog in 1977.
In 2008, she embarked upon work and the relationship with her fourth guide dog Elton.

Judith has travelled to U.K. to live and work, being one of the pioneers for guide dog international air travel from Australia, with her 3rd dog Taisha.

Judith says: " encouraging and supporting others to succeed in their guide dog partnerships so as to know the many benefits and freedom that can be enjoyed, is one reason I wanted to develop this vision of an Australian dog guide handlers    group."

Vice President/Secretary/Victorian Representative: Nadia Mattiazzo.

Nadia admits to having been a true doubter on the merits of letting a dog guide rule her life. Well ... that's what she thought for near on three decades.
She now, however, hangs her head in shame and would never let such a thought cross her mind!

In August 2008, Seeing Eye Dog Axel entered her life with a wag of his thick tail and a complete willingness to please her, no matter what.

OK ... you seasoned dog handlers may say 'what a fantasy she's living in' and she may be exaggerating just a little.
Nadia says: “In all honesty, even though I thought I was a very independent person, Axel has made me truly see this was not so.”
 

Treasurer/International Relations/NSW/ACT Representative: Gisele Mesnage.

Gisele obtained her first guide dog, Katie, in 2008.
Gisele says: “I found it very difficult to manage at first. It helped me to cope when I joined    an email group where I could talk over issues with other handlers. I ardently believe we need a group like DGHA to support handlers and work collectively for our common interests.”
National Liaison Officer/Webmistress/QLD Representative: Rowena Dowling.

Rowena trained with her guide dog Lincoln in NSW in 2003, and now lives on Magnetic Island in far north QLD.  

Being a blind O&M Instructor, Rowena has a personal and professional interest in developing an Australian dog guide handlers group, to work towards consistent client outcomes, and advocacy issues.

We hope you’ve enjoyed meeting us and reading our first Newsletter.

Currently, we still have vacancies in South Australia, Northern Territory, and Tasmania on our committee. We would like to have representation from all states and we are seeking expressions of interest from people who are interested in fulfilling these roles.  
We always welcome your ideas, suggestions and feedback.  To contact us, please send an email message to; dgha@ozdogs.org.

Regards,

The Executive Committee Members.

Dog guide Handlers Australia.

